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Minutes 

Architectural Review Board 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

Wednesday December 16, 2009  

7:30 P.M. 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm, Wednesday December 16, 2009, at the Municipal 
Building Mount Kisco, New York.   

 

Members Present:      Chairman Kevin Kelly 
     Bruce Hartleben 

    Patti Kiernan 

    Anne Houck 
    Nancy Abramson 

           

Members Absent:  None      
      

Staff Present:  None 
 

Staff Absent:   Austin Cassidy 

 
Returning Cases: 

 

 1. Ivo J. Granata / Holiday Inn  Case #ARB09-54 
     1 Holiday Drive    Signage 

     Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 
     Ivo Granata, representing Holiday Inn 

     Kevin Cottet 

 
Ivo Granata: Where would you like to start? 

 
Chairman Kelly: Not everyone was here last month so let’s refresh my memory. There 

was discussion about the two entry signs. 

 
Nancy Placona: Before the conversation becomes too involved there was some research 

done on the off premise signs. I will give you the information as to what they have to do 

with those signs. On the sign on Kisco Ave and Holiday Drive (the illuminated sign). 
There was a special license issued by the Village Board of Trustees in 1974.  

 

Nancy Abramson: This is the double sided illuminated sign? 
 

Chairman Kelly: Correct. 
 

Nancy Placona: If the applicant chooses to change that sign, you will have to go before 

the Village Board of Trustees to see if the renewal of the agreement is possible. Once 
that happened they would have to go before the Zoning Board of Appeals since the sign 

is off premise and not permitted. Also a pole sign is not permitted so the design of the 

sign would have to either be a ground or free standing whichever would work for that 
location. There are electrical boxes that light that sign that would have to be relocated 

or removed since it might be in the sight line. This is sign will have to go away anyway 

with the new sign package. The other two directional signs, one at the end of the exit 
ramp of the Saw Mill Parkway…. 

 
Ivo Granata: Go back, what if we just change the face of the sign with the new logo. 

 

Nancy Placona: It will still have to go before the Village Board. The sign is on village 
property and the license will have to be renewed. 

 

Ivo Granata: Even if it is only a graphic sign? 
 

Nancy Placona: Correct. Either way the license will have to be renewed by the Village 

Board and then back to this board for the esthetics.  
 

Ivo Granata: We have to write this down. Who would the person that we would speak 

to? 
 

Nancy Placona: You would have to put it in writing a request to go before the Village 
Board and the secretary would contact you as to what agenda you would be placed on. 

The Village Manager’s name is Jim Palmer and you would address the letter to Mayor 

Michel Cindrich.  
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Chairman Kelly: Continue with the other two. 
 

Nancy Placona: The other two…. 

 
Ivo Granata: Let me ask a question, it is very important to them.  If we apply in writing 

to Jim Palmer for the meeting the one pole sign is not permitted, but two poles are 
permitted? 

 

Nancy Placona: Yes as long as the sign is dimensionally compliant and the Village 
renews the license. 

 

Chairman Kelly: We would still have to review that sign?  
 

Nancy Placona: Once it got an approval from the Trustees, then it would be back to your 

board for the design and esthetics of the sign. 
 

Chairman Kelly: There are sight issues. Yes I agree they have to get their license and 
that is fine. 

 

Nancy Placona: The sign is off premise; they may also have to go before the ZBA for a 
variance. There will be three boards that would be involved in that sign. 

 

Nancy Abramson: So where do we come in?  
 

Nancy Placona: You would get the sign before you for a review of the esthetics and 

design.  
 

Chairman Kelly: If the license is granted. 

 
Nancy Placona: The design would come forward and if the submission is not 

dimensionally compliant they would have to submit to the ZBA for any variances that 
they would need.  

 

Chairman Kelly: This is a very unique situation in this town. How can a sign be compliant 
automatically it is not on their property? 

 

Nancy Placona: It is not compliant.  
 

Nancy Abramson: Why would they grant a license? 

Chairman Kelly: It sounds like they are going to have to go before the Zoning Board. I 
do not want to mislead the client. 

 
Nancy Abramson: With all due respect why would they grant somebody a license for a 

sign that is not near the business?  

 
Ivo Granata: Maybe because it is a public building from out of tow and it is not easy to 

find. I was there last night. 

 
Nancy Abramson: There are many businesses in this town with that situation. The Saw 

Mill Club. 

 
Ivo Granata: Being that it is a hotel… 

 
Nancy Abramson: Inform me, there are signs for Metro North and that is regulated by 

something else. 

 
Nancy Placona: Those are way finding signs. The other two signs that are in question are 

also way finding. 

 
Chairman Kelly: I do not agree with you on that. Way finding signs for a public 

municipality a train or a hospital are different than a private business.  

 
Nancy Placona: Since it states the location it becomes a way finding sign. 

 

Nancy Abramson: Why? 
 

Chairman Kelly: I am sorry if I am picking on you, but to set the record straight. I am 
Sleepy’s why can’t I have a sign out? 

 

Patty Kiernan: You have them on the highway, and there is only one hotel in the area.  
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Chairman Kelly: I believe it is setting a precedent and they are allowing multiple signs 
off the premise. We are going to have to have this conversation with Jim. 

 

Nancy Abramson: I agree we should talk to him. 
 

Nancy Placona: That sign will definitely involve Zoning. Zoning may not grant the 
variance and then the sign is dead in the water.  

 

Bruce Hartleben: If they do nothing how long is that sign allowed to stay up? 
 

Nancy Placona: It would go into the amortization period. 

 
Bruce Hartleben: I understand that. My question is how long does it stay? 

 

Nancy Placona: Should they get their sign package approved tonight it would depend on 
how long it took them to get before the Trustees and if a license was not granted it 

would come down.  
 

Patty Kiernan: They have a license to have a sign at that spot and the license does not 

expire? 
 

Nancy Placona: Once they get their package approved that forces them to go to the 

trustees first to see if the license would be renewed, then it would have to comply with 
the new code and then when they applied for a sign permit it would be denied which 

would force it to the ZBA and if denied the sign goes away right away and there are no 

worries for your boards review. 
 

Chairman Kelly: This license never expires? 

 
Nancy Placona: Not to my knowledge. Unless you are going to change it. 

 
Bruce Hartleben: So if there is a change they have to renew the license. The 

amortization schedule what is that period of time? 

 
Nancy Placona: It would depend on the cost of replacement. 

 

Chairman Kelly: My gut feeling is that we need to carve that sign out of this proposal; it 
is not up for review. In the interest of the applicant we need to take that out of the mix 

and review the other section of this and see if we can move forward with that and do our 

due diligence on the sign. Does that make sense? 
 

Ivo Granata: You have no choice. 
 

Chairman Kelly: We do. We could table everything, but I am trying to be proactive and 

help you. Then we need to have a conversation tomorrow and see how we progress with 
that. Is everyone ok with that? 

 

Nancy Abramson: Yes. 
 

Chairman Kelly: Exclude that out of the presentation tonight and we will talk about 

everything else.  
 

Ivo Granata: These are two other off premise signs. 
 

Chairman Kelly: We are not going to talk about those they are all linked with the other. 

We all need the understanding about licenses as to what is permitted off premise and 
how they got there and who permitted them. Let’s talk about your building.  

 

Ivo Granata: The building all they have is two, the plaque and the pylon.  
 

Patty Kiernan: The pylon is approved. 

 
Ivo Granata: Correct. There was another plaque that looks exactly like this. I believe 

somebody suggested to just replacing this one with the logo on it. That is what they are 

going to do. The drawing is not to scale. It has to be two feet by two feet.  
 

Chairman Kelly: We are doing this new graphic on one? I don’t think that we were sure 
the last time.  

 

Kevin Cottet: There is a whole new logo that is why we are changing that. 
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Chairman Kelly: The other one is staying on the other pillar? We were not sure last time. 
I don’t think anybody was. Both of the pillars are going to change to the Holiday Inn 

logo?  

 
Nancy Placona: The other pillar that says “The Country Manor” is the restaurant. 

 
Chairman Kelly: That is staying? 

 

Ivo Granata: Yes.  
 

Chairman Kelly: That was one of the questions that we had. So we are changing to the 

new graphic and to match the same size, and it is made of the same material? 
 

Ivo Granata: Yes.  

 
Chairman Kelly: Are there any questions? 

 
Bruce Hartleben: I am confused as to how many of these?  

 

Chairman Kelly: There are two pillars at the end of the driveway entrance on their 
property.  

 

Ivo Granata: If you look at it, it looks like this (viewing of the photographs) The Holiday 
Inn logo will be on this one and the other plaque will remain as is.  

 

Chairman Kelly: Are there any question? Is everybody ok with this? Can we get a 
motion?  

 

Anne Houck: I move to approve the replacement of one plaque on the pillar with 
external illumination at the entrance as presented. 

 
Patty Kiernan: I second. 

 

Board All Ayes 
 

Anne Houck: Aye, on the motion 

Patty Kiernan: Aye, on the second 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye. 

Nancy Abramson: Aye. 

Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 

Chairman Kelly: You changed that and you received an approval on the monument last 
time. Nancy would you reach out to Jim and ask him if he can talk to the board as to our 

questions and concerns. Maybe if he is available earlier than later tomorrow.  I will 

either email him or let Patti know of your request and she can notify him since I will be 
out of the office for a few days. You are all finished. We really need to understand 

additional signs. One of my questions is if they are allowed a monument sign, pole sign, 

whatever it is, is Volvo willing to give up theirs? If a business is allowed one like that… 
 

Nancy Placona: Volvo is on their property. 

 
Chairman Kelly: whose property is that? 

 
Nancy Placona: It is Village property. 

 

Chairman Kelly: I wasn’t sure if that was Volvos’ and they did a lease. It is town 
property. 

 

Nancy Placona: Patti Tipa researched this and found that a licensed agreement was 
issued in 1974. Now if they are going to alter or change that sign in any way the license 

would have to be renewed by the Village. If the Village chooses not to renew the license 

the sign goes away and that is the end of it. Should the Village allow a new license the 
new sign would have to come back with a compliant design. 

 

Nancy Abramson: What did you call those other signs? 
 

Nancy Placona: Way finding. 
 

Chairman Kelly: Many times those signs are put up on the fly. 
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Anne Houck: This one has a license. 

 
Chairman Kelly: We are talking about the other two signs at the end of the parkway 

ramps. 

 
Nancy Abramson: Is this a general use for hotels? For example what Patty said about 

seeing them on the highway. 
 

Chairman Kelly: Tomorrow I will look in Armonk and there is a hotel as soon as I get off 

of 684 and I will see if there is way finding signs.  
 

Anne Houck: This is not unusual. 

 
Bruce Hartleben: I thought they were put up by the Village.  

 

Nancy Placona: Apparently there was nothing in the file that called out the way finding 
signs. Would the sign at the corner of Kisco and Holiday Drive fall under the exempt 

signs and way finding since it is giving direction? Also it is on Village property does the 
Village Board have to approve them and then send thaem back to us?  

 

Chairman Kelly: I have seen other municipalities where businesses have put up the 
green signs that look like official signs and they do not get caught. Now since they are 

up there and no one has made a fuss about them. 

 
Nancy Abramson: What types of places get the way finding signs?  

 

Anne Houck: Obviously hospitals. 
 

Nancy Placona: Remember when the Chase Bank came before you and they provided 

your board all of their way finding signs, but they were all on their own site. This board 
does not approve way finding signs but you had requested to see all the signs on the 

site.  
 

Nancy Abramson: I understand that but what kinds of businesses would put way finding 

signs up? 
 

Anne Houck: Airports, libraries. 

 
Bruce Hartleben: Grocery store? 

 

Nancy Abramson: You couldn’t allow all grocery stores. 
Chairman Kelly: Gas stations. The signs on the highway they pay for. Maybe they are 

paying for the signs off the highway, we do not know that.  
 

Nancy Abramson: You could not allow all the grocery stores way finding signs.  

 
Bruce Hartleben: Unless they were willing to pay for it. 

 

Nancy Abramson: If we allowed restaurants we would have way finding signs on every 
corner.  

 

Nancy Placona: The first step is to see if the Village Board is going to approve another 
licensing agreement.  

 
Chairman Kelly: For right now we have carved it out of their package. Unless we did that 

they were going nowhere. 

 
Bruce Hartleben: I have noticed that there a few way finding signs that have 

disappeared up by Croton Lake Road. 

 
Chairman Kelly: Most of them are illegal. They go up and then they get taken down. 

They use to be know as bandit signs. 

 
Bruce Hartleben: I know that there are a lot of people asking for direction on Main 

Street that are looking for the Holiday Inn. 

 
New Cases: 

 
 1. Mt. Kisco Sign Co.    Case #ARB09-56 

     15-21 Armonk Rd    Comprehensive 

     Mount Kisco, New York 10549  Sign Package 
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     Rich Alexander, representing the application 
 

Chairman Kelly: Rich have you ever heard of the bandit sign? 

 
Rich Alexander: I know the state has a program that you pay for, but that is it. 

 
Chairman Kelly: Would you walk us through your presentation? 

 

Nancy Placona: The diagram in your packet throw out. 
 

Rich Alexander: Here is a better picture of the area. This is the comprehensive sign 

package that you are going to look at tonight. 
 

Nancy Placona: Just a little background on the site. The landlord waited until the sign 

law was final since his tenants all had light boxes and he was hoping that he would be 
able to keep them. As a result he is allowed light boxes in this district since the Village 

Board extended the district to include this area. That is why the light boxes were not 
removed. 

 

Rich Alexander: Now they are compliant with the law.  
 

Chairman Kelly: we are only going to have two? Is that the concept? 

 
Rich Alexander: No there is four. Right now they are blacked out. 

Chairman Kelly: I thought you were removing them. 

 
Rich Alexander: No they are staying. What is going to happen is they are going to be 

spaced evenly. 

 
Chairman Kelly: It looks like the ones at the end, are they truly at the entrances or no? 

Is this one at the right going to shift? 
 

Rich Alexander: The one at the right is going to be centered. The one to the left of that 

is going to be moved slightly to the right. So they are all centered on each occupancy.  
 

Patty Kiernan: What is all the blue? Is that staying?  

 
Rich Alexander: They are all going to be this finish.  

 

Nancy Abramson: The brown? 
 

Patty Kiernan: And the ivory letters? 
 

Rich Alexander: Yes. This is what the frames are made of with this finish. (Viewing 

materials) 
 

Anne Houck: Brown and ivory period? 

 
Rich Alexander: Period. 

 

Too Many People Speaking 
 

Chairman Kelly: What is behind this? (Viewing of photographs) 
 

Rich Alexander: I would assume aluminum. 

 
Chairman Kelly: And it is blue?  

 

Rich Alexander: I don’t know if it is that blue.  
 

Chairman Kelly: The railings are pretty blue.  

 
Rich Alexander: I would say that it is not that blue, only because look at the car in the 

photo. Although everything else seems to be accurate. Can we just concentrate on the 

sign? 
 

Chairman Kelly: we are having an open dialogue on this. 
 

Nancy Abramson: The color of this sign is under our prevue. The color of the sign needs 

to go with the rest of the building. 
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Chairman Kelly: Remember when we were reviewing the awnings last time and making 
sure the green worked well. Walk us through the colors of the sign again. Anodized 

frame. 

 
Rich Alexander:  Existing. Matching background for the panel inserts and ivory letters.   

 
Chairman Kelly: Are they cut our letters?  

 

Rich Alexander: Yes. It is an opaque background. 
 

Chairman Kelly: Ok and that is ivory. Why can’t we ask the landlord to rethink the 

highlight color of this building? 
 

Anne Houck: We can ask but they are not obligated to do it in order to get their signage 

package.  
 

Chairman Kelly: We have had cooperation from others. 
 

Anne Houck:  Yes and the bronze certainly works with the roof color and the other 

window supports, but they have chosen all this blue highlighting on the front of the 
building, which can easily be changed. It sounds like there are members of the board 

that would like that.  

 
Rich Alexander: I am in agreement with that with you. 

 

Chairman Kelly: Do we have a color that would enhance this gentleman’s building and 
add value to this building? 

 

 Too many people speaking 
 

Rich Alexander: Nancy is this sign at the end a temporary sign? 
 

Nancy Placona: Yes. He has a permit. 

 
Rich Alexander: His can be converted easily.  

 

Chairman Kelly: Let’s just back up. I don’t think that building was painted blue that long 
ago. I think that it just became blue. Now that I am looking at this sign at the top right, 

I think that he just recently painted it blue. 

 
Nancy Abramson: I don’t recall approving this blue sign.  

 
Rich Alexander: that sign has been there for ages. I think that is his oldest tenant. It is a 

hair salon.  

 
Chairman Kelly: I don’t think that we have a real issue with the light boxes, do we? We 

have tons of stuff in the windows. We have signage in the windows, signs on top of 

signs.  
 

Nancy Placona: As long as signage in the window does not exceed over 25%, there is 

nothing that you can do.  
 

Chairman Kelly: I think these here are on the outside.  
 

Nancy Abramson: This is where that deli was. Is this a real sign? 

 
Chairman Kelly: It looks like it is on the outside.  

 

Nancy Placona: If it is on the outside it would be in violation. 
 

Chairman Kelly: I think the blue is hideous and I will go on the record with that.  

 
Bruce Hartleben: We talked about moving the location of the signs. You asked about 

centering it on each storefront. I believe there is something in the new sign law that 

requires the sign to be directly over the entrance. How do we resolve that?  
 

Nancy Placona: If your board chooses you can vote to make this a little more balanced. 
The signage is still over the storefront.  

 

Viewing of photographs 
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Chairman Kelly: I am accurate in saying that this sign is going to be placed here? 
 

Rich Alexander: Yes. 

 
Chairman Kelly: This one is going to shift over and that one you already did. That makes 

more sense. 
 

Bruce Hartleben: You are just moving one? 

 
Patty Kiernan: No  

 

Rich Alexander: This on stands between two doors, so we are moving this one to center 
and this one is also going to be more centered by the door. 

 

Chairman Kelly: We would like to recommend a color. 
 

Patty Kiernan: Not a white. 
 

Anne Houck: A putty color. 

 
Chairman Kelly: For the blue band and the railings. A neutral color would work. 

 

Rich Alexander: What about the bronze.  
 

Chairman Kelly: I don’t know if they want to repaint the entire railing.  

 
Rich Alexander: What about a battleship gray?  

 

Bruce Hartleben: You are not replacing the railing? 
 

Reich Alexander: No, just paint. 
 

Chairman Kelly: I don’t remember this being blue; it has been changed very recently. 

Nancy could we assuming that we approve this tonight say that we urge the applicant to 
rethink the blue to repaint the railings to a taupe color. 

 

Nancy Abramson: Can we say or do we urge? 
 

Chairman Kelly: As far as I know we cannot say or dictate color.  

 
Nancy Placona: You can suggest that the colors might work better for the façade and 

railings with the colors that you recommend. They do not have to follow your 
recommendations. 

 

Nancy Abramson: We could say we are not going to approve this color because it does 
not go with the blue. 

 

Nancy Placona: I don’t thing that the property owner would have any difficulty with your 
suggestions. 

 

Chairman Kelly: I do not think that it is an unreasonable request.  
 

Nancy Placona: You can make note in your approval that the board recommends the 
earth tones for the railings would work better with the proposed sign package for the 

building.  

 
Nancy Abramson: I would only approve this if the landlord agreed to the earth tones 

which work better with the proposed signage. 

 
Chairman Kelly: Can we get a motion? 

 

Patty Kiernan: I move that we approve the light box signs as proposed, assuming that 
the landlord will take the board’s strong urging and recommendations that the blue on 

the face of the building be an earth tone (putty, taupe) to match the brown in the light 

boxes. If the landlord chooses not to repaint the blue the approval for the sign package 
will be void and recommend the landlord return to the board. 

 
Anne Houck: Second. 

 

Board All Ayes. 
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Patty Kiernan: Aye, on the motion. 
Anne Houck: Aye, on the second. 

Nancy Abramson: Aye. 

Bruce Hartleben: Aye. 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 

 
 2. William & Eileen Dieck   Case #ARB09-55 

     16 Lafayette    Addition/ 

     Mount Kisco, New York 10549 Alterations 
 

     Mary Scott, Architect 

     William Dieck, Property Owner 
 

Mary Scott: I am here representing the home owner. We are proposing a second story 

addition. All the colors and materials will match the existing. We are following the same 
roof pitch. We are setting it back a little bit so we get a little definition. 

 
Chairman Kelly: So it is the same siding, same windows, and same roofing material. This 

is off of Parkview. Are there any questions? It is very straight forward clean. I have no 

questions. It does not exceed any area calculations?  
 

Nancy Placona: The project is going before the Zoning Board.  

 
Mary Scott: It was suppose to be tomorrow but it was changed. 

 

Chairman Kelly: Can I get a motion subject to the variance approval for the set backs by 
the Zoning Board of Appeals? 

 

Bruce Hartleben: These walls are the same wall? (Viewing the plans) 
 

Mary Scott: The leaders are giving us…these exist. 
 

Bruce Hartleben: This will match? How are you going to make that happen? 

 
Mary Scott: I am doing a small overhang. This overhang is smaller than this one.  

 

Bruce Hartleben: Ok I have no other questions. 
 

Nancy Abramson: I motion that we approve the application pending the approval from 

the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 

Patty Kiernan: Second 
 

Board All Ayes 

 
Nancy Abramson: Aye, on the motion 

Patty Kiernan: Aye, on the second 

Bruce Hartleben: Aye 
Anne Houck: Aye. 

Chairman Kelly: Aye. 

 
Minutes: 

 
Chairman Kelly: We need a motion for minutes for October 21, 2009 

 

Patty Kiernan: I motion to approve the minutes for October 21, 2009. 
 

Bruce Hartleben: Second. 

 
Board All Ayes. 

 

Patty Kiernan: Aye on the motion. 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye, on the second. 

Anne Houck: Aye. 

Nancy Abramson: Aye. 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 

 
Chairman Kelly: Motion to adjourn meeting. 

 

Anne Houck: Second. 
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Board All Ayes. 
 

 

Respectfully Submitted By, 
 

 
 

Nancy Placona,  

Board Secretary 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

  
 


